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Your guide to Tobacco Retail Licensing in Signal Hill, CA

Local policies shape the places where we live, work, and gather. But what
exactly is a Tobacco Retail License (TRL) - and why does it matter?

A Tobacco Retail License (TRL) is a local license that

[ WHAT I S A T R L? ] allows a business to sell *commercial tobacco

products within a city legally.

(THE cITY )

Creates the rules and issues the
Tobacco Retail License.

'R\ (THE RETAILER ) ( DID YOU KNOW? ]
v v A store that sells commercial Signal Hill does not
T tobacco products, like cigarettes, ,
vapes, nicotine pouches, or cigars. have a TRL policy as of
(RETAILER EXAMPLES ) July, 2026.
Convenience stores, smoke or
vape shops, gas stations, liquor
—\ stores, grocery stores.
&& The community and residents benefit when retailers
—~ follow clear rules that support healthier neighborhoods.

*Commercial tobacco is a mass-produced product sold for recreational use and profit. Traditional tobacco is a sacred
plant used by Indigenous communities for intentional and ceremonial practices.

(WHAT MAKES A TRL "COMPREHENSIVE"?)

( TOBACCO RETAIL LICENSE (TRL) J (

COMPREHENSIVE TRL J

Allows businesses to legally sell commercial

Allows businesses to legally sell
commercial tobacco products.

tobacco products while establishing
additional public health standards.

Focuses on who can sell tobacco.

Focuses on who can sell tobacco and what
is sold.

Establishes licensing requirements.

Builds on licensing with evidence-informed
protections that support healthier
communities.



WHO CAN BENEFIT FROM A
COMPREHENSIVE TRL?

Comprehensive policies help everyone, and they're especially important for communities that have
experienced disproportionate harm.

e LGBTQ+ Communities: Can help reduce inequities experienced by LGBTQ+ communities, whom the
commercial tobacco industry has disproportionately targeted.

e People with Disabilities: Can support healthier community environments for people with
disabilities, who experience higher rates of commercial tobacco use and barriers to cessation.

e Older Adults: Can help create healthier places to age by supporting environments that reduce
exposure to commercial tobacco and secondhand smoke.

A comprehensive TRL may also include: Reducing youth access, addressing flavored tobacco products,
strengthening penalties for repeated violations (e.g., license suspensions), establishing fair and consistent
enforcement, setting minimum prices and restricting promotions, limiting retailer locations or density,
and creating healthier retail environments.
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( WHY DOES THIS MATTER TO ME? )

( WITHOUT A COMPREHENSIVE TRL J ( WITH A COMPREHENSIVE TRL J

More opportunities for youth to access Stronger safeguards to reduce youth access.
commercial tobacco.

Targeted marketing continues to

. . o Stronger standards help reduce inequities.
disproportionately affect some communities.

Fewer tools to hold retailers accountable. Clear expectations and accountability for

retailers.
Tobacco-related harms continue to impact Healthier environments that support
community health. SR/,
\. J
GET SUPPORT ON CONNECT WITH US

YOUR QUIT JOUNEY

Learn how to advocate for local policies that

i |
Visit KickItCA.org to access free quit support and Siiape healthier THEEEIGREVEnyone!

L S C o [meetyouwhere you are. Visit bit.ly/OABTLA for more information.
You can also text “Quit Smoking” to 66819 or
“Quit Vaping” to 68819
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