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If something impacts your community,
your health, or the places you live, work,
learn, or gather – you have a stake in it!  

You don’t have to be an elected official,
scientist, or policy expert to be a

stakeholder.  A stakeholder is
any person, group,
or organization
that can be
impacted by or
help influence a
decision, policy, or
issue.  

COMMUNITY
MEMBER

STUDENT

PARENT

STAKEHOLDER EXAMPLES INCLUDE,
BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO:

PARK VISITOR

CAREGIVER

VOLUNTEER

FAITH OR 

COMMUNITY 

LEADER 



RECOGNIZE YOUR POWER AND
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RECOGNIZE YOUR POWER AND

INFLUENCE AS A STAKEHOLDER!
STAKEHOLDERS BRING:

Everyday decisions shape the health of
our neighborhoods. Stakeholders can
help support efforts that:  

Keep parks, beaches, and public
spaces smoke- and vape-free 
Reduce exposure to secondhand
smoke
Develop comprehensive Tobacco
Retail Licenses that reduce youth
access to tobacco products
Support policies that protect LGBTQ+
communities from targeted marketing 
Help prevent youth nicotine addiction
before it starts 
Elevate community voices in local
decision-making  

Real-life experiences 
Local knowledge 
Diverse perspectives 
Ideas for solutions 
Accountability for decision-makers 

When more voices are included,
communities become healthier, safer,
and more equitable.  

about your community, you’re
already a stakeholder!

Communities work best when
the people most affected by
decisions help shape them. 

KEY TAKEAWAY: If you care 

WHY DOES THIS MATTER FOR

TOBACCO PREVENTION? 

be an expert or know everything
to make a difference. Your lived
experience is valuable, and the
best place to start is often the
communities and spaces you
already care about.

REMINDER: You don’t need to 

GET STARTED BY
Asking yourself: 

What places do I spend time in? 
What issues affect my daily life? 
What changes would make my
community healthier?  

CALL(S) TO ACTION
Join a group, club, or volunteer with an organization connected to something you care
about 
Attend a local community meeting or event 
Share your experiences with decision-makers
Learn about health issues impacting you and your neighbors 
Connect with others who share similar goals 
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